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TOWN OF STURBRIDGE, MA 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 

Thursday, February 6, 2014 

Sturbridge Center Office Building, 2
nd

 Floor 

 
Meeting Called to Order:      7:00 pm 
Meeting Adjourned:   8:15 pm   Motion:  DB 2

nd
: JK    Vote:    Unanimous 

Quorum Check:   Confirmed 
Members Present:   Ed Goodwin (EG), Chairman   Members Absent:  Donna Grehl 

David Barnicle (DB), Vice Chairman                     Calvin Montigny 
Joseph Kowalski (JK) 
 

Others Present:    Glenn Colburn (CG), Conservation Agent 
   Cindy Sowa Forgit, Conservation Clerk 
   Applicants and/or Audience Members 
Committee Updates:   

 CPA – (EG) not met due to snow  

 Trail Committee – (DB) no updated since last meeting, meeting next Thursday  
 Lakes Advisory Committee – (DG) nothing to report as DG is absent 

 
Approval of Minutes:  January 16, 2014 – no quorum to vote as DB was not present at this meeting. 
 
Walk-Ins:  
John Elliot, 96 Allen Road – informal discussion of footpath to water/dock;  

 Requested to post-phone until the next meeting, 2.20.2014 

 DB would like to take photos of the plume once the snow cover disappears  

 
Public Hearings: 
7:30 Town of Sturbridge, Leadmine Mt Conservation Area.  DEP #300-780.  Request to amend the Order of Conditions for trail 
relocation and wetland crossing.  Randy Redetzke, Richard Paradise and Gary Staab, all of Trails Committee were present. 

 This is the 5
th

 amendment of OOC since first issued in July 2008.  Permit Extension Law will extend original expiration date 
until July 2015. 

 Relocate 700’ of Arbutus Park Trail (Trek Trail) off of private land (OSV) onto public land (Town land) with wetland crossing, 
using a culvert.   

 Wider trail (10’ trail with (2) 2’ slopes to help with the grade) requested by Trails Committee than what is specified in 
Master Plan (6’ trail).  Fish and Wildlife would like to request Commission to defer to Master Plan specs.  Fence/railing, 
would be required by Building Inspector.  Trails provided an alternate plan that was provided to the Commissioners.  

 Trees have been marked and kept to a minimum.  Large trees will be left.  No excavation of stumps.  Downed trees, 
stumps, stone etc. will not be left within sight. 

Motion to approve amended OOC and the alternate plan dated 2.6.2013 as presented by Trails Committee tonight Yea: 3 
Nay: 0    
 
Enforcement (GC): 
31 Shore Drive, Gary and Margaret Allard, not present.  Report on progress to remove debris for BOH Order and lower the 
water to the invert elevation.   

 As of last week, no change and no new work has taken place or been completed.    

 Emergency Order deadline 2.20.2014.   

 The constable served the Enforcement Order February 1, 2014. 

Request for Emergency Certificate (GC):   
OSV:  Dike work.  Proposed a new plan to dig a dewatering well; 40’ deep x 36” diameter; as still having trouble lowering water 
to put in a grout curtain.  Agent is concerned this project is becoming large and is no longer an emergency.   The first 
emergency certificate was granted on October 31, 2013.  Commission feels that project is beyond the “emergency phase” and is 
now in the “new construction” phase.  Commission is requesting a detailed plan along with a NOI be filed by OSV.  Consensus – 
all in favor. 
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Request for Certificate of Compliance (GC):  
176 Lake Rd, Frederick and Susan Shea;  DEP#300-895; Scope: replace boulder wall; put in a concrete retaining wall.  This was 
completed a while ago and is well stabilized.  Commissioners signed off. 
 
Forest Cutting Plan 
Wells State Park:  Removal of hazard trees along campground road; harvest area of 6 acres.  Scope:  will use park roads for (2) 
stream crossings.  Limited equipment will be used.  Will not operate equipment in wetlands area 1 & 2.  Double pink stripped 
trees will mark boundaries and not be cut.  Commission is in favor; unanimous vote.  Report to Selectmen. 

 
Correspondence: 

 Dismissal of Open Meeting Law Complaint:  Assistant to the Attorney General notified the Town that the complaint 
filed by Mr. Allard regarding the 9.19.13 meeting has been dismissed.  However, no decision yet on the Allard 
complaint at the 10.3.2013 meeting. 

 Lycott Environmental:  provided Commission the 2013 Management Program Summary Report (Cedar Lake, Big 
Alum):  discussed pre and post treatment maps.  GC to send a copy to Dave Mitchell. 

 Cumberland Farms minor change in plan to shift and divide subsurface infiltration system.  Commission requested to 
have CFarms appear at the 2.20.2014 meeting to discuss this plan in further detail. 
 

Agent Report:   

 MACC Course Selection:  GC request commissioner course selections. Must submit before March 1
st

. 
 
Old Business:   
Bluewave Capital, LLC.  Discuss cutting of trees in Buffer Zone to eliminate shading of solar panels.   

 Bluewave has marked trees in the buffer zone for removal; appx. 100 trees in Arrays 1, 4 & 5.  Want to re-exam the 
trees along the edges.  Will try not to disturb brush under the marked trees.  BWave to maintain a maximum 2’ stump 
height when cutting and will leave some cut logs on site as nurse trees. 

 Two areas in particular in array 1 & 5 have a pretty heavy thinning of the buffer zone. Array 2 was eliminated from the 
plan. 

 BWave, GC and JK - Site visit on Tuesday morning to view the flagged trees & sun angles.  Comfortable with what was 
seen and felt BWave was consistent with what was shown on plan.   

 GC to ask for signature ROW plan for Hare Road prior to starting any work 

 BWave to record OOC, install DEP sign and must be in contact with Ecotec once work starts 

 Commissioners feel a revised plan should be submitted; showing the removal of array 2 &3. 
Bylaws/Regulations (DB):  Suggested Commission start back up in reviewing to revise the bylaw/regs .  GC suggested starting to 
look at Buffer Zone and Banks.  For example, take one or two of these sections at a time, and the individual Commissioners 
review at their leisure, bringing questions, concerns, comments to a meeting (5

th
 week of the month) to be discussed in half 

hour increments.  EG comments: 

 Agree with DB on moving forward 

 All material should be reviewed and discussed only during meetings.    

 Proposed to have the entire Commission vote at the next meeting as to how proceed.   

 Suggested to review Alexandra Dawson copy, existing plan and the plan as altered to this point. 
 

New Business: 
Leadmine Mountain; Red Trail Wetland Crossing Design:  DB would like to discuss the overall design. 

 GC suggested a Bridge, instead of 3 culverts area as it will meet performance standards. 

 Randy prefers culverts vs. bridge due to expense, less to maintain, easier from logging point of view. 

 Trails Committee to formally present a plan near tornado area for gravel pit. 

 Commission to conduct a site visit 
Next Meeting:  Thursday, February 20, 2014 at 7pm.  
 
A copy of tonight’s meeting can be found on our Town’s website or is available upon request via the Audio Department: 
508.347.7267 

 


